n October trip to Washing-
A ton hy Taiwan's Kuom-

intang (KMT) vice presiden-
tial candidate, Vincent Siew, was
supposaed fo inform the Bush ad-
ministration that after four years
of obstruction the KMT had
reached consensus on military
procurement, including the highly
contentious
PAC-3.

Instead,

Siew was
greoted hy ad-
ministration
officials who
lectured him
about their
COncems, in-
cluding Presi-
dent Chen

By Rupert

Hanimaoid- Shui-bian’s

; referendum
Chambers, p_remdent on applying to
of the U.S.Taiwan the United

Business Council, ;
Nations under

the name Taiwan, as well as Tai-
wan's ongoing efforts on its HF-2ZE
countersirilie missile program.
This was an opporfunity missed
and an alarmingly inconsistent
message about U5, priorities.
The Push administration took
renewed nterest in Taiwan's mis-
sile programms in early 2007, Tai-
wan's Ministiy of National De-
fense (MNDY) testified to the leg-
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islative Yuan that more ‘than $1 bil-
lion was needed over thie next five
years for further resear«h, devel-
opment and limited deprloyment of
the HF-2E counterstrike missile,
as well as monies to further ad-
vance the platform.

Taiwan's objective has been to
develop counterstrike weapon for
tactical, not strategic, application
in the event of a conflict with Chi-
na. Taiwan's operational concepts
do not envision attacks against

leadership assets. There are no
Taiwan generals threatening to
level Shanghai or Guangzhow

Furthermore, a few years ago,
the Taivwan military discussed
counterstrike operations with the
[nited States, at which time it
agreed to a number of principles,
including only using comventional-
ly armed weapons agaimst military
targets in response to a. Chinese
first strilie and to do s0 only with
authorization.

The Bush administration’s objec-
tions to the HF-2E program, which
have been conveyed particularly
forcefully over the past six
months, surely hinge om their view
of Taiwan as an irrespomsible play-

er in cross-Strait relations, They
likely feel that a counterstrike
capability for Taiwan would hurt
U.S. interests.

In addition, they view this Tai-
wan effort as offensive in nature,
contrary to the defensive focus of
the Taiwan Relations Act.

These objections are unlikely to
gain much traction in Taiwan, at
least in the absence of any similar
offorts to undermine China's mas-
sive development and deployment
of a missile capability on the other
side of the Taiwan Strait.

Omn the modern battlefield, it is
nearly impossible to distinguish
between a defensive and an offen-
sive system. This fact alone makes
the U.S. objections specious, lead-
ing to America being viewed as
hypoeritical at best and as pro-
China at worst.

In Taiwan’s view, the absence
aof any cost for China’s missile-
driven disruption of the “Status
Quo” compels it to raise the cost
of aggression. To many in Tai-
wan, a counterstrike missile ca-
pability seems a logical, cost-ef-
fective response.

The indigenously developed mis-
sile program also highlights the in-
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creased pressure in Taiwan for
greater domestic self-reliance and
for improwved industrial coopera-
tion with wendors {i.e. with U.5.
companies). The island’s legisla-
ture is increasingly demanding
more independence from foreign
suppliers, partially as a function of
erratic U5, defense commitments,
likke the omgoing dendial of Talwan's
request for F-16s, and partially as
areflection of the desire to devel-
op cheaper aliematives.

Taiwan recognizes that Ameri-
ca's defense conamitment is now
conditional on Taiwan-China rela-
tions and «on whether America
feels that Taiwan is doing enough
to promote good will across the
Strait. China’s actions as a force
disrupter «of the “Status Quo”
through policy and military coer-
cion seem to have been downgrad-
ed as a factor in determining re-
sponsibility for bilateral harmony.

A presiclential election victory
for the KMT's Ma Yingjeou may
assuage many concerns over the
future of cross-Strait relations.
However, there are no guarantees
that China will accept anything
other than Taiwan’s complete inte-
gration inito the People’s Republic

— an unacceptable outcome for a
significant majority of the Tai-
wanese people.

Taiwan's incoming leadership
can promote stronger support for
defense modemization from the
United States by toning down the
identity polities rhetoric that has
been adding tension to the triangu-
lar relationship between America,
Taiwan and China That said, in-
creased support supposes that the
Bush administration will change
its attitude after the inauguration
of a new Taiwan president in May.

America's desire to work con-
structively with China will come
at the expense of supporting myri-
ard Taiwan initiatives. Active oppo-
sition to Taiwan's defense mod-
ernization efforts, along with pas-
sive opposition or neutrality to
similar efforts by China, simply in-
creases the likelihood of Chinese
aggression and adds further to Tai-
wan's isolation.

If the Bush administration de-
sires an end to Taiwan's develop-
ment of indigenous missiles like
the HF-2E, the United States must
be consistent in its commitment to
Taiwan. Denial of F-16s run at
Cross purposes to stated 1.5,
goals in ending the cruise-missile
program, and exposes the ad hoe
nature of present U.S. policy to-
ward Taiwan B



