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The US-Taiwan Business Council Comments on the Proposed M1A2 Abrams Main Battle Tank
and Stinger Missile Arms Sales to Taiwan
The US-Taiwan Business Council today welcomed the announcement of two possible Foreign Military Sales of M1A2 Abrams
Main Battle Tanks (MBT), Stinger Missiles, and related equipment and support to Taiwan for a total estimated value of US$2
billion. The Defense Security Cooperation Agency (DSCA) delivered the required certifications notifying Congress of the
proposed Taiwan arms sales on July 8, 2019.
The published Congressional Notifications (transmittal numbers 19-21 and 19-22) are for a total value of approximately US$2
billion, with the Stinger Missiles at an estimated cost of US$223.56 million.
The first notification includes 108 M1A2T Abrams Tanks; 14 M88A2 HERCULES Vehicles; 16 M1070A1 Heavy Equipment
Transporters (HET); 338 M2 Chrysler Mount and M240 Machine Guns; a variety of munitions and other equipment and
services; as well as program logistics and additional support. The second notification includes 250 Block I -92F MANPAD
Stinger anti-aircraft missiles and 4 Block I -92F MANPAD Stinger Fly-to-Buy missiles, along with related equipment and
support.
The 108 M1A2 Abrams MBTs appear destined for the 6th Army Corps’ two armored battalions stationed in northern Taiwan.
The new tanks will replace some of Taiwan’s existing M60A3 Patton and CM-11 Brave Tiger tanks in service with the Taiwan
Army, as part of a refresh of some of its older existing equipment.
The US-Taiwan Business Council is encouraged by these Congressional notifications. Despite initial concerns over the
efficiency of the M1A2 Abrams platform on Taiwan's coastal wetlands and in its mountains, the U.S. has provided the Taiwan
military with the equipment it has requested, trusting to Taiwan war planners and military strategists to make their own
determination of Taiwan’s needs.
Council President Rupert Hammond-Chambers said that “these tanks and missiles will provide the Taiwan army with a
modern capability to deter and complicate the operational planning of the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) forces that
coerce and threaten Taiwan. They will also offer new opportunities to engage in cooperation with the United States in both
the deployment and operations phases, and to maximize the effectiveness of the equipment.”
Hammond-Chambers went on to say, “the Trump Administration recognizes that even at a time of higher tensions in the
U.S.-China relationship, the U.S. providing material support for Taiwan’s ongoing force modernization should not be
predicated on U.S.-China priorities. The Administration has made a commitment to regularize and normalize the arms
sales process to Taiwan, and today’s announcement is a testament to that commitment. It is a sound and responsible policy
that will maximize the deterrent nature of a modern, well-equipped Taiwan military capable of complicating and deterring
any actions by the PLA.”
About the US-Taiwan Business Council:
The US-Taiwan Business Council (www.us-taiwan.org) is a membership-based non-profit association, founded in 1976 to
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foster trade and business relations between the United States and Taiwan. The Council provides its members with business
intelligence, offers access to an extensive network of relationships, and serves as a vital and effective representative in dealing
with business, trade, and investment matters.
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